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configuration. The staircase is of special note. The elegantly
curved and tapered newsl post:is reminiscent of woodwork by

celebrated free black cabinetmaker Thomas Day who resided in
nearby Caswell County. The original mantels in the two rooms
downstairs were reblaced in the 1880s with extravagant Victorian_
models with mirrored overmantels. Upstairs the original post and

lintel mantels remaln.

The original log section of the Piper-Dixon House located in Eno
River State Park was buillt ca. 1820. In the mid-nineteenth
century a highly atypical Greek Revival house was built on the
site using the existing log house as a rear wing. The Piper-
Dixon House has a raised basement, more typical of dwellings

built in the eastern counties of the state.

Situated on the NE corner at Caldwell Crossroads is the Hamlin

House. Bullt ca. 1850, the two-story, frame house fTeatures six-—
over-six sash windows, a double-leaf front door‘ flanked by
sidelights, and flush sheathing on the front facade. It was a

commen practice in the antsbellum south to clad the wall

sheltered by the porch with horizontal flush sheathing to  give

‘the impression that the porch was as equally well-finished as any

interior room. With the onset of hot, humid summers, porches
were often the places where residents prepared food, sewed,

soclialized, read, and sometimes slept.




By the 1860s other stylistic influences had begun to appear in
the county. _The Italianate style, a picturesque mode Tooted’in
Renalssance design princlples, was characterized by low sloping
roofs with broad eaves, prominent porches, arched openings, and
especially  roof brackets punctuating the wider eaves. Also
common to the style were elaborately carved 'door and window
surrounds, Tloor to ceiling windows, and heavy, turned woodwork.

As with the Greék Revival style, the rural builders of Orange
County never adopted the Italianate vocabulary wholesale,
preferring to integrate details of the style into their standard

vernacular house types.

A palr of houses in Cedar Grove Township, almost identical,
reflect this mild stylistic influenée. Clearly the product of
one builder, theVPitard House along with a nearby, unidentified
dwelling exhibit subtle Italianate influences. Both houses

possess two-tiered porches with arched, double-leaf front doors

flanked by arched sidelights, low hipped vyoofs, and decorative
crossetted window surrounds. Each 1s flanked by two end
chimneys. Both houses, dating to about 1860, are bullt on the
familiar center-hall plan. It was not until after the Civil War

when manufactured decorative detaills could be vreadily bought that
the Italianate style with its typlical brackets came into vogue

in the rural parts of the county.
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FARM COMPLEXES AND OUTBUILDINGS IN PRE-CIVIL WAR ORANGE COUNTY

Traditionally, the defining architectural feature of rural Orange
County has been the farmstead. An  antebellum farm complex
probably included many of the same elements found on post-Civil
War farms. Typically, there was a main dwelling facing a road.
In close proximity to the house were vwvarious domestic support
buildings related to the running of the housshold. These could
inélude a smokehouse for curing meats; a kitchen used for food
preparation; a wash house; and a dairy used to store milk and
butter. situated farther away from the main house stood a
corncrib; barns and stables to shelter cropzs and farm animals;
and various sheds to store agricultural equipment.

Larger, more complex farms might also possess, mills, a
distillery used for the making of liquors, or a loomhouse for the
production of cloth and wool. Collectively, these buildings
along with the main house defined the farmstead.  Farm buildings
of the nineteenth century were guite often built of logs, hewn or

left round, and a few employed frame construction.

One striking difference between the antebellum farmstead and the
post~Civil .War farmstead was the presence of slave - houses
assoclated with the larger antebellum farms and plantations.

While there are no known surviving slave houses in the county, on
most farms they were typically located close to the main house

and constructed of logs. At the Melson Hall and the Lambert Hall



farms in Little River slave dwellings once stood 1in c¢lusters in

close proximity to the mailn houses, according to local residents,

While the majority of antebellum houses in rural Orange County
were part of farm complexes, few of the assoclated outbulldings
survive. Generally, the supporvt bulldings associated with these

early houses date to the late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries. Ths William Maynard farm In B8ingham Township i1s the
only site which retains move than one known antebellum
outbuilding. & half-dovetailed log smokeshouse, believed to have

been bullt in 1859, stands directly to the vrear of the main
house. Although convenience was a major factor in the placement
of most outbuildings, smokehouses were also bullt close to the
main house for safety reasons——the residents did not want Lhelr

meats stolen.

The Mavynard Farm also retalns a log kitchen, reputedly bullt in
1814 on a site a mile east and moved to its present location in
1857 for use as a kitchen. The one-vyoom, one-and-a-half story
kitchen stands approximately thirteen feet away from the larger
frame house and was linked to it by a breezeway, which has been
enclosead. Traditionally, kitchens were located apart ffom the
main houses to prevent fires from spreading to the main dwelling.
One massive exterior end stone and brick chimney rises from the

eastern side of the building, serving a large cooking fireplace.
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PUBLIC AND INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS

CHURCHES

The sarliest churches in Orange County were usually constructed

of log and served a few vears or several decades untll a larger

and more substantial church could be built. For rvural citizens,

&

churches wevre a focal point of social interaction for the often
isolated farmers. Thus, churches wére often rencovated or rebuillt
to reflect changing sconomic conditions and growing
congregaticons. Only two churches constructed iIn the rural county
prior to the Civil War still stand, St. Mary’s Chapel iIn Little

River Township, and Fairfield Presbvyterian Church in Cedar Grove

Township.

The most ambitious of these churches is St. Mary’s Episcopal

Church (NR). Constyucted 1in 1854, fhe chapel 1s a small but
carefully finished brick structure iﬁ the Gothic Rewvival style.
Although simple Gothic Revival ’country churches are relatively
common  1n the state, this is one of the few antebellum rural
brick examples and the only one in Oranges County. The simplicity
and small scale of the church, together with the substantialness
of its materials and consistency of Gothic detail contribute to
its pastoral charm. The rectangular building is three bays wide
and three longer bays deep, with the entrance in the main gable

end and an apse to the rear. Walls are of locally made bricks,



each typlically measuring about 2 3/4 inches by 8 inches. Laid in
common bond with Flemish wvariation. Brick buttresses separate

gach bay with a recessed lancet panel framing a pointed-arch

window or door opening.tc the gable ends. A wooden cross tops
the gable &nd. Down the hill from the church 1s the stonewalled
cemetery, site of the eighteenth century predecessor of the

chapel, now filled with dozens of graves and shaded by mature

trees.

Fairfield Presbyterian Church is a much simpler structure than
St Maryfs Chapel . Constructed of wood in 1824, the building
underwent substantial renovation in 1901 when the double-hung
Gothic windows were added as well as the simple pointed-avched
transom window above the front entrance. Originally, the church
had small, square windows and two front doors. Church tradition
holds that the church was organized by William Clarke. Other

chartery members came from the families on the western side of the

Eno River, Among these founding families were the Wilkinsons,
Faucettes, Tinnins, Armstrongs, and Hanners. Joseph Faucette
donated the timbery from his nearby farm for the church. The logs
were sawn at Hall’s Mill, approximately cone mile east of the
church. Slaves of congregation members planed the rough lumber
by hand,

SCHOOLS
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although North Carclina passed a law in 1839 cresating the public
school system, the majority of Orange County’s schools throughout

the nlinetesenth century were small private academies supported by

the wealthler farming Tamiliess.d Tyvplically, antebasllum school
buildings, both private and public were of frame or log
construction, and consisted of one or two rooms. According to

local residents, several of thase =sarly schools may have been

incorporated into later houssas. Thus, 1

e

is sometimes difficult
to 1dentify an antebellum schoolhouse. although no public
schools Dbullt before the Civil War are 1Intact, there are two

significant former private academies remaining in the county.

Hughes academy, founded in 1845 by Samuel Wellwood Hughes, was
originally located at Cedar Grove but was moved to Hughes’
prbperty Just south of Cedar Grove prior to the Civil War. Ths
Academy was primarily a prepavatory school for boys, although a
few 'girls did attend classes. The curriculum consisted of
English, Latin, Gresk, and mathematics.5 This modest frame,
slde~gable building is two rvooms divided by a central chimney and
fireplace. The Hillsborough Historical Society has recently

moved the building into Hillsborough with plans of restoring it.

4Irene Oliver Pender, & _History of Orange County Schools:

1732-1983. Hillsborough: sShanklin’s Press, 1983.

S5Pender, A History of Orange County Schools, p. 13.




Arniother significant antebellum schoolhouse is Bingham School(NR)
near the Oaks Community . Founded by Reverend William Bingham in
the early nineteenth century, Bingham 3School was also principally
a boys preparatory school. Originally started 1In Plttsboro
around 1800, the school had many homes including Hillsborough,
ML . Repose, "Mebaneville", and asheville. The school was located
at Oaks from the 1840s to 18465. The bullding is an imposing two-

story, double-pile, frame Greek Ravival structure.
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POST-CIVIL WAR TRADITIONAL AND INDUSTRIALIZED ARCHITECTURE
1865-1943

Introduction

In the decades following the Civil War, the vast majority of
Orange County’s domestic architecturs continued to be bullt of
traditional form and modest size. One striking change from
antebel lum patterns appeared in the quantity of decorative
ornamentation applied to post-Civil War houses. During the last
thirty vears of the nineteenth century, ornate millwork grew ever
readily more available to Orange County residents due to the
expansion of the North Carolina Railroad and to advances in saw
mill technology. Although a few communities in North Carclina
had woodworking machines prior to the Civil War, such as the
planer—-matcher that made tongue and groove flooring, the last
quarter of the nineteenth century brought an explosion of new
machines including sanders, lathes., boring machines, and shapers.
By the 1870s, the sash saw was rendered obsolete by the advent of
the steam-powered circular saw. The millwork industry developed
easily accessible architectural components such as moldings,
doors, mantels, exterior sheathing, and gable adornments.
Initially, these millwork products were tied to regional sources;
local timber was cut and milled at nearby mills. As the railroad
expanded and wvarious new markets were opened, there was a
profound vyet gradual shift to national standardization of milled

products . Responding to these advances in woodwor king



technology, many more farmers as well as towns people adorned

theilr frame houses with sawn and turned embellishments. 1

Other changes ‘were also manifested in the county’s late-
nineteenth century buildings. Windows began to contain larger
panes during this period. Gone were the small paned, nine-over-
six, OT six~over-six. sash windows. Production of larger sheets
of glass made it possible to install two-over—-two and one-over-
one sash windows. The majority of historic houses in the county

afe from this late-nineteenth century period.

Log Houses

In the late nineteenth century, log houses continued to be built
in much the same manner as Tfifty or a hundred years earlier.
These structures persisted as av popular basic house type for
small-scale farmers and ternants, who would add an extra'foom as
the family and fortune grew. The Rellly Log House nesar Rougemont
is an especially fine example dating to the early 1870s. The V-
notched log house features a one-room plan with a half story

above. To the rear of the house is a room that is connected to

1Carl Lounsbury, Alamance County Architectural Heritage.
Alamance Historic Properties Commissicon, 1980.




the main house by a breezeway-—-a vrare survival of a linking
structure. The Sikes Log House began with a weatherbocarded one-

yoom plan circa 1870 but was expanded arocund 1900 by the addition

of a frame rear ell. Typically, these additions housed the
kitchen. By the turn of the century, with the advent and
avallability of cookstoves, kitchens were no longer being

constructed apart from the malin house but were being bullt within

the house.

The countryside of Orange is literally dotted with these small,
unpretentious, vet well constructed log houses of the late
nineteenth century. There is little difference Iin construction
methods between the early eighteenth century examples and the
late nineteenth log houses, for many builders in Orange County
relied on tvied and true house types and plans when deciding upon
a dwelling. The principal differences between the early log
examples and the late-nineteenth century are found in chimney

construction. When kitchens were incorporated into the house and

woodstowves were intvoduced, chimneys became smaller.
Frame Houses
During the late nineteenth century, frame houses began to gain iIn

popularity . among the county’s farmers. As mill technology

advanced, the cheaper balloon framing method of construction

replaced the heavy, labor-intensive mortise and tenon timber



frame method. The center-passage house plan continued and gained
in popularity following the Civil War, although some hall-and-
parlor houses wWere still being constructed. Generally, these

late—ninéteenth century houses were constructed one or two
stories in height and one room deep with a center hall. & large
rear ell. cohtaining the kitchen and dining area, appears oﬁ most
of these houses, Torming a T-shape or L-shape. A one-story porch
usually runs the length of the front facade.

Although traditional house plans and types persisted following
the Civil War, the use of stylish ornamentation increased with
the availability of milled lumber. During the 1870s and 1880s,
decorative motifs reflected the popular Italianate stvyle. The
Hester Farmhouse, ca. 1870s, in northern Orange County epitomizes
this trend. The carpenters erected a typical center-hall plan,
IQhouses to which they applied ornate eave brackets, decorative

attic vents, crossetted window surrounds, and an  exubevant two-—

tiered entrance portico with decorative sawn and turned woodwork.

The most elaborate late-nineteenth century dwelling in rural
Orange County is the Dr. Archibald C. Jordan House near Caldwell,
which was constructed in 1870 for a prominent pharmacist and
physician. The two-story, center-hall plan, double-pile house

features lavish Itallianate details including paired, two-over-two

sash arched windows, eaves brackets, and a double front door with
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arched lights. The unaltevred 1interior features unusually
decorative diagonal sheathing on the walls, a beautifully carved,
curved staircase, and different mantel treatments in each of the
four main rooms. While the Jordan House represents rural Orange
County’s most elaborate late-nineteenth century residence, the
house 1s nevertheléss built on a traditional and basic house plan

ryaflecting Orange County’s penchant for the wvernacular.

A smaller but emphatically stylish house was constructed ca. 1890
by William Woods McDade near Cedar Growve. This one-story frame
house boasts an abundance of exuberant Vi#torian trim, including
turned and sawn work on a large wraparouﬁd porch, decorative
scrollwork in the gables, scalloped trim on the eaves and heavily

adorned window and door surrounds.

One of the county’s most ornate houses of this era was the
country retreat of Durham industrialist Benjamin Duke. Bullt in
1891 at University Statiqn, south of Hillsborough, at the
terminus of a spur line of the North Carolina Railroad, the house
was part of a large complex that once . contained numerous
picturesqgue outbuildings, bridges, a large pond, and an office.

While most .of the ocutbuildings no longer exist, the house is a

well-maintained, double-pile structure with a wraparound, one-
story porch with detailed turned work. While these houses are
not examples of high style Victorian architecture, they

nevertheless represent a growing preference in the latter decades



of the nineteenth century for elaborate ornamentation.

A universally popular trend in the period was the addition of a
decorative center gable to the typical I-house. Roqted in the
picturesque Gothic Revival cottage style popularized throughout
the nation by books by Andrew Jackson Downing and others, the
center gable was a vernacular and unpretentious adaptation of the
style. Sometimes this rvyoof feature was merely. an update to an
earlier house, but more often these center gables were built when
the house was constructed. Often adorned with decorative

shingles, I-houses with these so-called Triple—-A rooflines stand

throughout the county. In the 1870s and 1880s such homes were
generally constructed with two exterior end chimnevys, of stone
and brick. Later in the nineteenth century, chimney orientation

began to change with the chimneys located to the exterior rear of
the house. Especially fine examples are the houses at the Phelps
Farm, the Caine Roberts Farm, the Cass Farm, and the Walter
Hawkins Farm. Each of these houses is a typical I-house with a

center-hall plan, embellished with a decorative center gable.2

The practice of building or adding a central gables was not
limited te two-story structures. Several excellent one-story and

one—and—a—~half story Triple-A houses exist 1n the county. The

2 Michael Southern, "The I-House as a Carrier of Style in
Three Counties of the Northeastern Pledmont", Carolina Dwelling.
Doug Swalim,; editor. Raleigh: North Carclina State University,
1978.
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Ray House, the Annie Parrish House, and the Brown House are all
one or one-and-a-half story examples. At the Ray House, the
gable is adorned with decorative shingles while the center gable
at the Brown House has simple weatherboards. The gables of three
such houses in Orange County feature a star motif in the gable.
O0f unknown origin, this star motif can be found at the Tilley

Farm, the Cass Farm, and the Poole Farm.

Another ~prominent, if less numerous house form of the late-
nineteenth century 1is the one-story, double-pile house with a
tall ~ hipped or ‘pyramidal roof and interior chimneys. These
dwellings often contain features of Victorian era architecturs.
The circa 1900 James Wood House near Hillsborough, for example,
combines a steeply pitched pyramidal roof with a full-length

porch with turned posts, a simple balustrade, and decorative sawn

wor k.

After the turn of the century, new house types began to gain
popularity with the coeunty’s rural residents. An  especlially
strong favorite was the Craftsman bungalow. Representing a
proclivity for convenience, economy, and comfort, the Craftsman
bungalow was typically built one-story in height, with ver? wide
eaves, spacious porches, and horizontal lines. . Porches were

often supported by short tapered pillars or posts set on high
brick piers. Entrance halls were generally eliminated in these

houses. Most of the county’s bungalows were of modest size and



featured an array of typical bungalow embellishments such as
decorative eéve brackets, tapered porch supports on brick piers,
exposed rafter ends, and large dormer windows. The Scarborough
House and the Cole House are typical examples of the style; both

are frame with engaged porches and brackets.

Orange County has relatively few examples of other popular house
styles of the early twentieth century. The Colonial Revival
movement in architecture that was so popular in more urban areas
never took substantial hold in the county  but like the Greek
Revival style of the previous century can be seen chiefly in
details on modest houses. Typical Colonial Rewviwval influences
include large columned porches added to earlier houses, trabeated
doorways, and dormer windows. At  the lLLloyd Dairy Farm near
Efland, for example, a typical two-story I-house, features a
large full-length two-story front porch added 1in ﬁhe 1920s.
Perhaps the most ambitious example of the Colonial Revival in
Orange‘ County wWas the Cralg House-—-a two-story house with a

monumental portico and two flanking wings—--which has been

destroved by fire.
Farm Complexes and Outbuildings
‘The most characteristic feature of the landscape of Orange County

is the farmstead. Practically all of the existing farm complexes

in Orange County date from the last quarter of the nineteenth
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century and tﬁe early vears of the twentieth century. These
middle-sized farms of this period repeated many patterns
established . in antebellum vyears. Kitchens, smokehouses,
corncribs, privies, and ‘storage sheds, continued to built
regularly. One ma%ked difference among the support buildings was
the gradual shift from log construction to frame construction,
except for tobacco barns, where log construction persisted into
the mid~twentieth century. The Marvin Phelps Farm, north of
Hillsborough, 1s a representative example of a late nineteenth
century farm complex. The main house is a Triple-A I-house with
a rear ell. Outbuildings on the preperty, arranged along a
curvilinear farm road, include a frame smokehouse, a wellhouse,

several log tobacco barns, feed barns, and a log tenant house.

Once the focal point of domestic farm life, the kitchen was still
being built detached from the main house in the vears following
the Civil War. Typically located to the rear or side of the
house, kitchens were usually one or two vooms with large extevior
end chimneys. In addition to providing a place for food

preparation, the kitchen could have also served as a dining room

and extra sleeping quarters. The Hester Farm has a large one-
room log .kKitchen sheathed in weatherboards, located directly
behind the main house. According to a descendent of the original

owners, the male children would sleep in its half-story loft.

Smokehouses continued to be built on most farms, for the curing



and storing of meat. Usually located close to the mainhouse for
convenience as well as safety, the smokehouse was typically a
small, front gable frame or log structure, most often sheathed in
weatherboards or, less frequently, stuccoed. Cornecribs,
likewise an essential outbuilding, to store corn for household
and livestock consumption, were rectangular structures with gaps
between sheathing to allow air to circulate. an excellent
example of a frame, double corncrib 1is found at the Miller-
Kirkland - Farm. A covered space separating the two c¢ribs was
built large enough to allow room for a wagon or truck to load or

unload a cargo of corn.

Barns varied in their size and method of construction according
to. their purpose. Many Iin the county date from the late
nineteenth and especially the early centuries. Feed barns for
livestock and hay storage are generally large, frame, gambrel, or
front-gable roofed structures, usually with entrances on both
gable ends. Farmers often attached sheds to these structures for
additional storage of farm implements. Built early in the
twentieth century, the large, gambrel rvoof barﬁ found at the
Grover Cleveland Kennedy Farm 1s an excellent example of a
combined livestock and hay barn. Also common are  the smail,
front-gable, log, one or two. pen barns used fTor general storage.
The Phelps Farm has numerous examples of this type of both log

and frame.
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The expansion of tobacco production following the Civil War
resulted in the construction of numerous ancillary buildings
necessary tor the curing, storage, and processing of tobacco.
While the shift from log constryuction to frame construction in
outbuildings was prevalent = throughout the county, fTarmers
preferred to construct tobacco related buildings, especially
curing barns, out of logs due to their ability to retain heat.

This practice continued well into the twentieth century.

Traditionally, log tobacco curing barns were built sixteen,
eighteen, twenty, or twenhby-four feet square with a divrt floor.
The notching of the logs wvaried, but the most common notch types

in the county appear to have been the V-notch and the half-

- dovetail. Logs could be left round but were more typically hewn.

Curing barns genevrally have o¢ne doory and ryoom for one of moy e
furnaces fueled by wood, gas, or o0il and topped by flues. Many
tobacco barns were constructed with open sheds on ons or more
sides. Beneath these "looping" sheds, farm wbrkers would sit and
tie ("loop") the tobacco onto wooden poles prior to hanging them

for curing.

Especially in the northern portions of the Orange County, tobacco
barns were stuccoed te protect them from the weather--a pattern
also seen in adjoining Caswell County. The Tapp Farm in extreme
northern Orange County - has several exampleé of this type.

Located on both side of a long drive, the Tapp .tobacco barns



measure approximately 187 x 187 and still retain a good deal of
stucco. It was necessary to reapply or patch the stucco every

few vears to ensure the longevity of the barn.

Following the curing process, the tobacco was usually stored in a
packhouse. These are typically log or frame, two-story, front-
gable structures‘with two doors on each level. Prior ﬁo taking
the tobacco tc market, the cured leaves would be separated
according to grades of quality and bundled. The bundled tobacco
would then be placed in an "ordering" pLt to moisten the
brittle, dry leaves. Generally these tobacco-related buildings
were used for storage or left vacant during the winter months. In
addition to the Tabp Farm, Orange County has dozens of
outstanding examples of log curing barns. At the G.T. Penecost
Farm, several log tobacco barns line esach side of a farm road.
The Tally Homeplace contains at least a half dozen examples of

log curing barns, similarly arranged along a dirt farm road.

Following the Civil War and the end of slavery, former slave
houses were often utilized as tenant thSing. In énfebellum
vyears, these houses had been clustered in close proximity to the
main house. Over time, many of these houses were moved to new
sites. As new tenant housing was built, the new houses tended to
be located farther away from the main house, as small single-
family dwellings. This i1s the case with the Phelps Farm, the

Robert Breeze Farm, and the Tally Homeplace. At each of these
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farm complexes the tenant houses are located between one-eighth

and one-quarter of a mile from the main farmhouse.

Typically, these post-Civil War tenant houses were frame or leg,,

side-gable structures usually one-and-a-half to two stories in

height. Many continued old house plang and forms prevalent
bafore the Civil War. The tenant house at the Phelps Farm is a
one-room, one-and-a-half story log house sheathed in board and
batfen, The Robert Breeze Farm has a one-and-a-half story

stuccoed log tenant house located south of the main house.

At the 1Ira Rogers Farm in northern Orange County there are three
tenant houses assoclated with a large tqbacco complex. Each of
the houses was built away from, vet in view of, the main house.
The earliest tenant dwelling, ca. 1880, 1is a one-room, one-story
log structure with a frame addition to the side. In 1912, Ira
Rogers built a large, two-story, four-bay frame tenant house with
an interior‘ridgeline chimney. The third structure is a one—and-
a~-half story, two~béy house, thought to be partly log. Each of

these dwellings is the center of a small complex, with small

ancillary buildings such as chicken cocops, wells, sheds, and

corncribs.

Though traditional in form and materials, the tenant houses of
Orange County exemplify a variety of different forms. Two tenant

houses  at the Tally Homeplace in northern Orange County



illustrate this wariety. Both houses date to ca. 1900, The
first displays a form often seen - among Caswell County tenant
houses-—-a tall, narrow, one-room over one-vroom, one-bay house.
The second dwelling 1is much larger: a two-story, side-gable

house fezatures two rooms down and two rooms Up.

Cevrtain forms of fenant houses were repeated frequently 1in

particular areas of the county. In northern Orange County, for
example, the one-room Owver one-room house was especially
prevalent as it was in adjoining Caswell County. Often, these

frame dwellings would have a one-story shed addition to the rear.
Tenant houses in the Caldwell area, in northern Orange County
were consistently built as two-story, frame, side-gable
structures with one interior chimney, an adaptation of the
traditional log saddlebag plan. Many feature two front doors
opening from a full-length , one-story front porch. Examples
can be found throughout the northeast part of the county with

especially intact houses at the James Wood Farm and the Thomas

Blalock Farm.
Churches

As  in the county’s dwellings, a consistent pattern in the
vyeligious architectural landscape of Orange County 1is that of
rebullding, replacing, and updating. Most of the churches in the

county date from after the Civil War, with St. Mary’s Church
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being the principal exception. While many of the county’s
congregations have antebellum origins, almost invariably the
original structures—--many of which were log-—- were replaced

following the Civil War. Like the rural houses of the county,

churches were simple in plan with little if any ornamentation.

The majority are frame, gable-front bulldings, bullt on a simple
nave plan. The Gothic Revival became the preferred style for
late nineteenth and early twentieth century churches. Carr

United Methodist Church exhibits such Gothic Rewvival influences
in its Gothic-arched windows and a bell tower. Other notable
examples of this rural adaption of the Gothic Revival style are
Pleasant Green Chuvch near Durham, Mars Hill Baptist Church north
of Hillsborough, and Bethel Baptist Church. Pleasant Green
Church (1909-1210) is an especlally plcturesque example, Wwith a
large bell-tower with an entrance foyer standing at the front-
gable end of tHe church and each side marked with pointed-arched

windows. Bethel Baptist Church is unusual in that the front

features a recessed entranceway. Notable stained glass windows

o

line esach side of the church.

In the first few decades of the twentieth century other styles
éame into vgg@e. Bethlehem Presbyterian Church, built in 1922 at
Oaks, exhibits several Neoclassical Revival influences including
a monumental portico with square columns, delicate dentii wor Kk,
and large, nine-ower-nine sash windows. Typical of many

churches, Bethlehem’s congregation was formed early in the



nineteenth century, but the church itself has been replaced at

least three times.

Although the majority of  historic churches are frame, two
churches were constructed of local fieldstone. Cedar Grove
United Methodist Church and Walnut Grove United Methodist Church
are plcturesgus, Gothic Reviwval c¢churches built of stone in the
early 1930s. They both feature casement windows, stained glass,
and ornamental buttressés. Cedar Grove United Methodist Church,
located in the heart of the Cedar Grove community, has been an
integral part of the religious and social life In the area since
it was constructed. Walnut Grove United Methodist Church was
established in the early nineteenth century with this at least

the third structure the congregation has occupisd.

Cemeteries, typically located adjacent to churches, are an
essential component of 'the church complex, revealing much about
the history of a church and its congregation. Graves dating from
before the Civil War are often marked with simple fieldstones,
sometimes identified but more often not inscribed. Among the
largest in the county, the cémetery assocliated with the Little
River Presbyterian Church contalins some of the earliest graves in
the county, dating from the eighteenth century onward including a

few immigrants from England and Scotland.

Dozens of family cemeteries also dot the rural landscape. These
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plots are typically small, fenced afeas dominated by lavrge cedar
trees and periwinkle. ’Often slaves were buried in the same
cemetery as the white family, although usually separated from
them. The Walker Family Cemetery is probably the most notable
example of a family burial plot featuring a low stone wall and
decorative wrought ivron gate. Other important family plots
include the Turventine Family Cemetery, containing graves of

R

elghteenth century settlers, the Durham Family Cemetery, which

veputedly contains approximately sixty unmarked slave graves.

Generally, gravestones in Orange County’s historic family and

two  types. The first is a simple

—h

church cemeteries are o
fieldstone, usﬁally marking early graves or those of less
prosperous families. Typically unidentified, there ave a few
examples with roughly etched names. Granite and dquartz markers
are common, especlially in the graves dating from the later vears
of the nineteenth century. In the African-aAmerican cemetery at
Lee’s Chapel there are seveval cameo-style photographs of the

deceased embedded in simple concrete slabs.

Schools

Following the Civil War, schools continued to be built of log,
but gradually frame construction began to supplant log. These
late-nineteenth and early twentieth century schools, whether log

or frame, were usually only one or two rooms. Foxes Knob School



near Mebane opened in the mid-1880s as a cone~room log schoeol, and

by the turn. . of  the century, 1t was enlargsd with the frame

addition of another yoom; tne bullding was later used as a
residence . Damascus Church School and Hickory Growve School, both

in Chapel Hill Township were also converted to dwellings.

Breeze School, near Caldwell, probably opened in the 1890s. The

frame bullding originaily Ffaatured two small rooms with shuttered

six—over-six windows. By 1938, the school was  c¢losed and
building wag ussd as a tobacco pack house. Similarly, Caldwell

School located on land donmated by Robert Lee Miller, closed in
the early 1220s. Jordan Grove 5School, the only surviving filesld
school bullding identified with African-Americans, sits abandoned
and detericorated in a field, having been closed since ths 1930s.

according to nearby residents the frame school orviginally had two

rooms where grades one through eight were taught.

aeyoss Novth Cavelina,  many of\the public schools for african-
americans during the early tweﬁtieih century were bullt with the
aid of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. Ridgs School, nortﬁ of
Hillsborough, was bullt in the 19205 with financial backing from
this fund. Typically, these frame or brick schools were
constructed according to standardized plans, which included vows
of windows to maximize interior lighting and to provide
ventilation during the warm months. Ridge School, constructed of

wood, features two front doors and a long vrow of windows on the
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rear of the bullding.

With statewide school consolidation in the 1920s, larger schools
were built at specified centrvalized sites. The purpose of
consclidation was to provide better education to students in
rural areas. These schools were generally constructed of brick
and contained four to eight classrooms with a small auditorium.
White Cross School and Murphy School near Hillsborough are two
notable examples in Orange County. Typlcal of consolidation-era
schools, White Cross School, built in 1933, features four large
classrooms, divided by an auditorium Iin the middle. Murphy
School, built in the 1920s, is a large, one-story brick building
with a hipped roof. To the western side of the building a brick
auditorium with a Doric portico was added a few vears after
construction of the main building. There 1is a large frame
bungalow Lo the vear of the school which might have functioned as

housing for the six to eight teachers who staffed the school.
Stores

Rural country stores served as centers of community life and as
distribution centers for goods not generally grown on farms.
Generally built at the junction of two well-travelled roads,

country stores would often open next to a mill. When a post




office was established it usually operated in the store building.
One of the oldest general stores iIn the county is Pender Store in
Cedar Grove, which has been 1in continuous use since its
establishment in 1880. Typical of its era, the building is a
twd—story front-gable structure with gable returns and two éne~
story side shed additions. The interior 1is unalterea, still

retaining its original shelving and floors.

Fllis Store, also at Cedar Growve, bullt in 1922, carries forward
many Teatures of late-nineteenth century commercial buildings.
The two-story frame building has a shed roof and Italianate-
inspired eave brackets more typical of the 1880s and 1890s. The
building still retains its original recessed entranceway and

large, multi-paned display windows.

Just north of Cedar Grove at McDade Crossroads are two historic
commercial buildings of different eras. The first McDade Store
was built in the 1880s and is remarkably similar to Ellis Store
Just south of McDade. Two stories in height, the building would
have dominated the rural crossroads of McDade. aAcross the street
is McDade Store #2. This early 1920s building features a
projecting bungaloid porte cochere, designed to shelter motorists
from the elements when purchasing gasoline. Blackwelder’s
Service Station, on US 70 near Hillsborough, is typical of early
twentieth century roadside architecture. The building, erected

in the early 1920s to serve the newly bullt US 70, features the
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usual front canopy. The large nine-over-nine

salvaged from a demolished school in Durham.

sash windows were



AF TERWORD

Orange County’s architectural heritage is varied and important
representing stvles and  influences from the late eighteenth
century (mostly in Chapel Hill and Hillsboréugh) to the presént
day . While antebellum architecture in the county is
distinguished by the use of localv materials and building
traditions, ﬁhe post-Civil War buildings represent an adoption of
a national wvernacular. A standardization took place following
the War due to the  expansion of the railroad, increased
efficlency 1in communications through illustrated pornals and
magazines, and the migration of professionals into the piledmont.
With few exceptions, the architecture of the twentieth century in
Orange County does not differ substantially from architecture
across the nation. For this reason it is c¢ritical to maintain
the architecture that defines Orange County’s historic heritage
and development. With the rapid pace of growth Orange County is
now experiencing dues in part to Ressarch Triangle Park, the
University of North Carolina, and the general population surgs of
the pledmont, the county’s architectural legacy is in some danger
of eradication.. While growth and development is desirable, it
1s paramount that they come wWith careful planning with a vision
of continuity and identity. The intrinsic value of the county’s
historic houses, churches, public buildings, stores, and agrarian
landscapes provide an invaluable and irreplaceable sense of

place. The following inventory is a list historic structures,
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yet more importantly, it is a link, both emotional and physical

to the people who buillt these structures and to days gone by.




